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Celebrating the Volunteer Spirit
“The miracle is not that we do this work, but that we are happy to do it.” – Mother Teresa
a week with the Sisters, Residents,
and staff doing whatever needed to
be done. They served meals to the
Residents and ate with them each
day. They helped the Residents make
rosaries and accompanied them on
Saint Jeanne Jugan’s “volunteer walks on the grounds and the Stations
spirit” began in 1839. And now, of the Cross. But what gave the most
almost a 176 years later, that volunteer pleasure was listening to the stories
spirit continues to manifest itself in the Residents told about their lives:
miraculous ways. Ryan Tompkins,
“We are so forta student from the University of unate to have them
Nebraska, Lincoln, recounted his (the older generation)
recent volunteer week here at Mullen around, and for them
Home as “incredibly fantastic! to be so eager to talk
From the minute we arrived to the to us; and yet, far too
minute that we left there was such an often, we just assume
atmosphere of love surrounding the that their stories are
entire place. Everything the Sisters going to be a history
do for their Residents is so seated in lecture, or something
humility, hospitality, and love.”
we can’t relate to.
Ryan and six of his fellow Many times, however,
Cornhusker student missionaries spent this is not the case
Our dear foundress, Saint Jeanne
Jugan, exemplified the volunteer
spirit. She gave of herself, her home,
and her heart to those who were in
need without expectation or want of
something in return.

and the stories they wish to tell are
far more relatable and inspirational
than we could ever imagine them
to be….one of the Residents shared
with us that she had gotten a PhD
in sociology earlier in her life and
had written multiple books about
Christianity, the life of Jesus, and
the Catholic Church. She gave us
copies of her books and asked of us
only CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Student missionaries from the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, enjoy
a moment amidst their volunteer work to pose for a picture at the East
entrance of Mullen Home.
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Children from the Matsiko World Orphan Choir present a rousing line-up of songs
in their afternoon performance.

Children mingle with the audience much to the delight of Resident Angelina Hoof.

World Orphan Choir Wows and Delights
The Matsiko World Orphan Choir
made a stop at Mullen Home, much
to the delight of Residents, staff,
and Little Sisters. Sponsored by the
International Children’s Network, the
choir’s mission is to make known the
plight of the many orphaned children
around the world.

Young children making up the choir
come from Africa, India, and Peru.
They are either orphaned or at risk
children needing educational and
vocational opportunities so they can
return to their native villages to help
other children in similar need.

entation, the children mingled with the
audience members bringing smiles to
everyone they greeted. Thank you for
giving us a very special afternoon.

After an energetic musical pres-

“Now I’m a Catholic!”
Tim Lavis is a happy man!

what’s right and good.”

At the age of 73, Tim was baptized on
Saturday, April 4th, at the Easter Vigil in
our Mullen Home chapel. Our chaplain,
Reverend Tim Kremen, presided over
the ceremony with godparents James
McClernon and Kathryn M. Dowd,
apartment Residents, attending this
special occasion.

Tim came to Denver in 1969 after
growing up around Phoenix. His career
path included working as a welder,
then a contract worker for United
Airlines, and a couple of years with
the Salvation Army. He is especially
grateful to Sister Mary Gerard for
getting him started on his baptismal
“For all of my adult life I was basically journey. “She’s a very knowledgeable
non-religious,” explained Tim, “but Sister and was very supportive and
now I’m a Catholic and proud of it! helpful.”
Tim will tell you that his thinking
It’s kind of a two-way street; I found
the Church and the Church found me. has changed as a result of his baptism,
Since I was baptized, I really do have “I used to admire Captain Ahab as one
a more positive outlook on life. The of the all- time tough guys, but now I
Catholics get it right: just keep going think gee, what was his problem – why
forward, helping people and doing didn’t he just forgive the whale!”

Tim Lavis and Rev. Tim Kremen pause for a photo
following Tim’s baptism ceremony.
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Volunteers Bill Virden and Mary Koltze serve smiles
and good cheer to Resident Margaret Gilreath during
the lunch hour.

Volunteers from left: Verna Sullivan, Joan Sullivan, Linda Van Gordan, and Jennifer Mack enjoy a
wonderful meal in recognition of all their precious hours given to the Home.

Volunteers Honored with
Food and Fun
BY LINDSAY GRAVELEY
Volunteer Coordinator
We are so grateful for our volunteers
at the Mullen Home! Volunteers do so
many different jobs here, from driving
Residents to doctor appointments,
to serving meals, bed making and
gardening. In April we showed the
volunteers just how much we love them!
About 35 volunteers celebrated Mass
with the Sisters and Residents then
enjoyed a beautiful brunch prepared by
the Sisters. The Mullen Home dance
troop, “The Mullenettes” preformed
two numbers for the volunteers- ‘Help’
by The Beatles in which many of
the volunteer duties were expressed
through dance and ‘What A Wonderful
World’ by Louis Armstrong. As the
volunteers cheered, the Mullenettes
knew they had successfully shown the
volunteers just how important they
are in the lives of everyone at Mullen

Home. It was a meaningful way for the
Residents to care for the volunteers. We
are so blessed to have so many people
willing to share their time, energy and
love with us at Mullen Home!

Celebrating the
Volunteer Spirit
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 that
we continue to spread the faith and
love of Jesus Christ.”
At the end of their week, the
students parted with this sentiment:
“We came to give, but we ended up
receiving so much. We were shown
such tremendous love by the staff,
Sisters, and Residents. So thank you.
You really helped us experience Christ
in the poor!”
Mullen Home is blessed to have
over 100 volunteers to help in caring
for our wonderful Residents. If
you are interested in experiencing
the “volunteer spirit” with our
staff, Sisters, and Residents, please
contact our Volunteer Coordinator at
voldenver@littlesistersofthepoor.org.

The “Mullenettes”, all Residents, give a hearty
performance much to everyone’s delight!

“Volunteers are not paid
– not because they are
worthless, but because
they are priceless.”

A Simple Note
By: Sister Patricia Mary
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Members of the 100-year Celebration making plans!

Save the Date!
Dear Friends,
Pope Francis announced last November that 2015 would be a “Year
of Consecrated Life.” He wished to
awaken the faithful to the gift that
consecrated men and women are to
the Church and to challenge those
choosing religious life to rejoice in
the past with gratitude, to look to the
future with hope, and to live their
vocation with fervor. His suggestion:
“Wake up the world!”
We, Little Sisters of the Poor, are
enriched by our saintly foundress, St.
Jeanne Jugan. In her life everything
manifested the gratuity of God’s gifts
and the power of his grace. The charism
of hospitality toward the aged poor was
welcomed by her, opening her to God
and others. Today, we continue her
work, offering the neediest elderly of
every race and religion a home where
they will be welcomed as Christ,
cared for as family and accompanied
with dignity until God calls them to
himself. Our apostolate is timely and
countercultural.
We thank God for the people whose
beauty and love touches our life –
Residents, staff, volunteers, families,
and benefactors. We are called to
witness through our lives and beliefs.
For us, what happiness to be a Little
Sister of the Poor!
May God bless each of you. Thank
you!
Mother Patricia Mary, lsp

THROUGH THE DECADES
Saturday, September 16, 2017
A celebration of the Little Sisters’ 100 years in Denver of serving the elderly poor.
Watch for details in the months ahead!

REMINDER!
July 4th Raffle!

1st Place Winner -- $5,000
2nd Place Winner --$3,000
3rd Place Winner -- $2,000
Purchase your tickets now:
$5 each or six for $25
Drawing will be held on July 4th
at 12:30 p.m. at Mullen Home.
You need not be present to win.

Sr. Mary Grace with Resident Vanessa McConaughey.

Join Us!
Visit our website:

www.littlesistersofthepoordenver.org

Share your email with us
by clicking on “Register Here”

Make a quick donation
by visiting our WeShare page

Our foundress Saint Jeanne Jugan.

The Little Sisters of the Poor recognizes the importance of protecting information we may collect from visitors to
our website. Our policy is to use the information we acquire from visitors to our website for internal purposes only,
and we maintain appropriate security measures to keep this information private.

